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ABSTRACT

In September 2001 fish distribution and their abundance were investigated in 23
sites located proportionally along the Wkra River (249 km long, right side tributary of
the Narew River, Vistula catchment). In the ycars 1960-1990 fish diversity and
abundance were decreasing there from year to year because accelerated industry
development was not linked with the construction of any purification systems. A
continual water qualily decrecase since the 60's was responsible for a catastrophic
reduction in fish populations, to 1-3 species (among them stickleback) in the upper
course, and to roach only in the lower course. Since the 1990's water qualily started
gradually improving. The Wkra River empties to the Narew River only 5 km from the
oullet of the latter to the Vistula. We suspect that recolonization from the Vistula may
now positively affect fish diversity in the Wkra River. This is impossible in case of the
Narew River which is separated with a big man-made reservoir located 15 km upstream
from its mouth. Electrofishing samples in 2001 revealed 25 species, among them
riverine obligatory ones (ORS) constitutling less than 10% of total fish ;1hundance. of
which only chub is angled occasionally. Taxa representing non-obligatory riverine
species (NORS) are a little bit richer, however big specimens, which are attraction lor
angles, were only occasionally met in our samples.



